


By Steve Sullivan, Vince Argondezz, Bri 
an Thomas & Marcus David 
Something is up aft AZMIUTH 
CONTROL, and if goes EF look 
like Chase Oresden! RFACER-X 
against a deformed magnetic 
monster! 

MOMTHLY!! 


ASTRO BOY 16 

By Ken Steacy & Andrew Pratt 

The DINOSAUFS have disap- 
pearedbut what forrific new 
creature does ASTRO have fa 
battle now! it's not what you 
expect! 

MONTHLY! 


ee 

By Lamar Waldron, Joe Phillips, John 
Dell tl, & John Vogel. 

it's the return of THE CAR ACRO- 
BaATIC TEAM! 4nd what are they 
doing in Afiral? 

MONTHLY! 


THE REAL 
GHOSTBUSTERS6 
By James Van Hise, John Tobeas, Brian 
Thomas, & Rich Powers, 
This issue involves VIDEO NAS- 


TIES! What happens when 
ghouls and ghost decide they 
don't like television program- 
ming? They make their own! 
MONTHLY! 


TERMINATORS _ 
By Jack Herman, Thomas Tenney, Jim 
Bromman, & Rich Powers 

Part Two of a TERMINATOR In 
paradise. After being savagely 
attacked by a Diack panther, 
the TERMINATOR decides Mat 
the island's human savages 
must all die! 

MONTHLY! 


RALPHSNART 5 

By Marc Hansen 

RALPH SAART has Finally done 
if now, He’s been cursed Oy 
HELL, INC. and the old Prince of 
Darkness is a bit peeved af RAL 
PHIE'S joyous partying in the 
eternal firey pit! 

MONTHLY! 


FRIGHT NIGHT 4 

Jim Van Hise, Dowg Murphy & Katherine 
Llewellyn 

ALL NEW STORYI! Chaney and 
Peter burp ito the monstros- 
ity called THE OCTOPUSMAN! 
MONTHLY! 


RUST ‘1 

By Katherine Llewellyn, and Vince Locke. 

The story of Scott Baker Not 

anordinary man, buta monster! 
MOMTHLY' 





THE ORIGINAL 
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CHARACTERS BY 


DR. OSAMU TEZUKA 
SPEED RACER...THE MOTION PICTURE! 


Guess who's been reading your 
letters in SPEED READERS? Mone 
other than the Producer of the 
SPEED RACER movie himesell! 


That's right NOW fans, your let- 


ters have sparked a little interest in 
Hollywood! 


In a long and pleasant conversa- 


tlon, The Producer (] promised to 


keep his mame a Secret as yet), 


mentioned how intrigued he was 
with all the letters about SPEED 


RACER, esspecially the fans’ rec- 


ommendations for the stars of his 
live-action motion pecture! 

And all along you guys didn't 
think anyone was listening...? 

He mentioned to me that he'd 
like to make this a top box-office 
hit, with effects and action like such 
movies a5 TOP GUN, and with big 
mame stars! He wants to hear more 
from you! Wito would YOU like to see 
be SPEED AACER? REX RACER? 
TRIAIE? POPS? Well, there comes a 
time in everyone's life when they can 
make a difference, and NOW 
fans...this is it! Let's mot have a 
Michael Keaton (Starring as the 
Caped-Crusader in the upcoming 


BATMAN movie] on our hands. 
right?SO WRITE! Pick up a pen, 
pencil, typewriter, word processor. 
or even a crayola!l Gel [those rec- 


ommendations in here!! 
You have a voite that we want 
to hear from! | want to see a letter 


of recommendation from every sin- 
die NOW FANE Let's make a differ- 


encel Let's help in producing the 
coolest, hippest. totally awesome (7) 
movie to hit the big screen ever!! 

The address is HOW COMICS, c/o 


SPEED READERS, 332 South Michi: 
gan Avenue, Suite 1540, Chicago, 


IL 60804. 

And for those of you who haven't 
been following SPEED READERS, here 
are the fan favorites so far... 

As SPEED RACER we have only 
three highly recommended stars from 
thousands of fans. They are Chartie 
Sheen. Tom Cruise, and Johnny Depp. 

As POPS RACER we have only a 
few 30 far. They are Dick Butkus, Mike 
Ditka and William Conrad. 

As MOM RACER we have Amanda 
Page, and Gates McFadden (Doctor Bev- 
erly Crusher. from STAR TRE, TAC 
MEAT GENERATION) 

As TRIXIE (Speed's girlfriend), we 
have a5 fan favorites so far, Alyssa 
Milano (of ABC’s Who's The Boss?), 
Tracey Gold, and Valene Bertinelli. 

As RACER-A (A.K.A. Rex Racer}, the 
fan favorites include Tom Cruise, Ryle 
Maclachlan, and George Michael/?). 

As SPARRKY (Speeds mechanic 
friend). fan favorites are Pee Wee Her- 
Man. and Dweeh Zappa. 

As far as Spridle (Speed's “chunky 
younger brother), and his pet chimp 
CHIM-CHIM. we haven't had any rec- 
ommendatons. 

Any fresh ideas? WE WANNA HEAR 
THEM! So WRITE. night NOW! 

All letbers will be passed along to 
the Producer! The future of SPEED RAC: 
ER may be in YOUR hands! 


Tony 


Editor in Chief 


| ARE YOU SURE IT'S NOT A ee / 
. MALFUNCTION OF ; 
SOME KIND 2g 


“IM AFRAIDNOT \ 
DR.ELEFUN—— 


poe DONE A COMPLETE - ~~ 
SYSTEMS CHECK ANP EVERYTHING 
ON THIS END IS A-OK/ <a 


TAIN souncr “al Ni _DND THAT “we 
WHT, THE NEXT: f HOURS mod fg 


THIS 1S THE SEVENTH PROBE 
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ASTR oy— \| | comeinsipeanp P| 
Be NG ea |} | DOS THE HATCH. Lf SAYWHATZ | 
\ YOUREHERE! /] bo ae oe 


NO PROBLEM,,. ER, WHA 
/S THE PROBLEM, DR. ELEFUN 2 2 


ASTRO, I BELIEVE 


YOu'V ™ 
: _ ALREADY MET GEN. OWENS 7 7) 


YES, I'MAFRAIP ADT MOUTHY LITTLE creer - AHEM, 


ON THE BEST OF TERMS 
THOUGH... SS YES, WELL, THAT'S INTHE PAST 


| A POTENTIALL: 
| DANGEROUS MISSION! - 





Diy Wuat THE -2/ WHO SAI ) | ASTRO, PLEASE! TH ERE “> 
NYTHING ABOUT - —_ lle halal 
Lest YOLI CAN RESOLVE YOUR ; 

: PHICAL DIFFERENCES. 


PHILOSO 
WITH THE MILITARY AT 4 MOKE A 


OPPORTUNE MOMENT / 


eel 
1 


| "HATS WHY YOLI FLINPED ME, 
/8N'T IT 2/ SO I COULP GO AROUNP 


DOING YOUR ARTY WORK ! 


‘NOW THEN - PBOLIT THREE MONT HS > 
NSO WE LOST A NUMEER OF CARGO 
ROCKETS IN THIS SECTOR — WE SENT 
MANNEP PROBES TO FINP OLIT WHAT 
HAP HAPPENEP TO THEM, ELIT i 


me THEY TOO DISAPPEARED! 


THENWEWERE ~*~ ~~ —] | --OR MONSTERS, HIPEOUS 
-- BECALISE WE | | S6LAVERING MULTI-TENTACLED 


CALLEP IN -- . ; 
a SUSPECTED CREATLIRES THAT —— 
‘Vo === : iL PLAY -- <r | 





» Youre | | AND THAT MISSION VANISHED TOO 
| | aust 24 HOURS AGO; 


AH, VER A MWIMP! We WENT IN 
THERE ARMED TO THE TEETH, 
READY FOR WHATEVER THOSE 
ALIEN GEEKS COULD THROW AT LIS / 


THEY'RE UH, ER, PROBABLY JUST, YY OKAY— I THINK I GET THE 


| Y°KNOW. LIM, MAINTAINING RADIO picTuRe- I SUPPOSE YOU WANT 
: SILENCE FOR SECURITY PURPOSES --| | CO AFTER THE! EM, | RIGHT 2/ 


YOU MAY CONSIDER IT 
Scanned ORDER, PAL! 


GENERAL, IF I GO, Ten INTEREST 
OF SAVING | LIVES | IF YOUR PEOPLE 


| WENT IN 
| Sas THEY PROBABLY Gor susT 
WHAT THEY DESERVE at 


THATIS ENOLIGH / 
| BOTH OF YOU- PLEASE/ 





AWRIGHT, AWRIGHT! 


YEAH, BUT Z WANT TO KNOW 
. CAN 


WELL br en BOY — THE SHIP 
PY TOMORROW 


WILL BE 
MORNING? 


Z WANNA KNOW WHAT 
HAPPENED TO MY BOYS 
OUT THERE / ) 


Fr GENERAL, WE 2 ALL % 
WANT TO KNOW THAT— ) 1¢ 


ONLY TOO WELL, 
AFRAIP / 





| Wey. WATCHA WATCHIN! 
| BOSS 2? MORE 
MUTEX RE-RLINS 2 


NO NO, SPLID 
4 SOMETHING MUCH 
| MORE INTERESTING / 


SO , WHAT'S THE SCOOP 2 


| THERE'S LOTSA | OH, YOURE 


| $0 SNEAKY { / 


’ ANP PRACTICAL / 
IT REALLY CUTS DOWN 
Nod THE PHONE BILL / 


OBOY, 1 CAN LISE A 
VACATION —/ 





YOURE ‘ GOING TO \ CAN I GO TOO 2/ HUH 7 
| CAN I-CA N T- CAN I - 
WON? can tHe Foy _PRETTY EASE - 7/ 7: 

COOLE het Se 


‘ ‘UH, I'M AFRAID AOT Pin. : 
THIS COLILD 
_VERY DANGEROUS —— 


| OH, AND I SUPPOSE IT'S BECALISE | | WMPH/IIFANYONE 
I'M "JUST ALITTLE GIRL", HUH 7/ JO WANTS ME T'LL BE 
WELL LISTEN, MR.BIG | INMY ROOM, _ 
MACHO CREEP ~~ | <= ASTROGIRL, | | SULKING! || 
, | STHATS UNFAIR AND! | bo 
LU KNOW IT. IT HAS 


GENDER-— BES IDES. THE 
ON ISN'T BSTRO'S- 


YOUR MOTHER [S RIGHT, 
DEAR. WE'D ALL LIKE TO GO, 
BUT TT JUST ISN'T gop BLE. 

NOW, SON- LET'S & 





GOOD MORNING, | 
A DR. ELEFUN / 


AH, ASTRO ! RIGHT ON 


SCHEDLILE/ COME THIS } 


WAY — I WANT YOU TO 


| THERE ARE FAR TOO MANY 
| OF THEM FOR YOU TO MANAGE 
| ALL AT ONCE. vYOU KNOW bei 
| WHAT THEY SAY— "11'S THE 
2 THIRD REP LIGHT THAT yas Your! 


HANPLE TWO MALFLINCTIONS 


aa Sur Meue YOL"RE BLIGN WITH 
THEM, THE TH/RP GETS YOU. i - 


| CREW 2) BLT POCKOR, W 
I ABSORBED SHE ENTIRE 
DATA F OF THE 


 SUPERCOM 
LEARNED AST ABOUT ALL. | 
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P THERE IS TO KNOW — 
aoe INCL cCRARTI 
A SPACECRAFT 


NOT THIS ONE, MY BOY! IT UTILIZES. , 
A BRAND NEW, ANP HERE 


TOFORE 
UNTESTED, TRANSWARP DRIVE THAT 
WILL CLIT YOUR TOURNEY IN HALF/ 
BESIPES, EVEN THOLIGH YOU UNDER- 
STAND ALL THE SYSTENSON € BOARD. 1. 





[ ASTRO, THISISED 


The HAPPYCLONE/ | 





/EACHOFUS WAS FREDISTHE ~~ NED HANDLES ~~ TED- WEAPONS... ' 


MAVIGATOR:.. 


WELL ,I AM IMPRESSED, 
GENTLEMEN / [T WILLBEA : 
PLEASURE AND A PRIVILEGE 

| TO COMMANP ‘THIS MISSION ? 





COME ON, ASTRO GIRL— Wt | FAA [ er's see... veaus ¥ 
WE'LL MISS THE fj Z Aagtied | THIS CONTAINER IS 


iio? | *GIGGlLe« "aw 


| CEREMONY / 


YY UH-OH/ SOMEONE 
"1S COMING! 





| || C'MON SPUD — GEE,6055,1 KNOW ~ 
SWEET DREAMS, B0¥S/ | | GRAB YOUR ENPOF YOU LIKE TOTRAVEL | 
| THAT CONTAINER AND } | ECONOMY, BLITTHIS 4 
L LET'S GET ABOARD! 4] | 16 RIDICULOUS | A 


) |f TO THE £P6E OF THE | | , FOR A MINUTE 
|. Ly KNOWN UNIVERSE, THERE I THOUGHT 
oe LP PAINT / - YOU SAIP "THE EDGE ' 
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WELL, LADIES ANP GENTLEMEN, 


THIS iS INDEED AM AUSPICIOUS 
ION / THE WORLD SCIENCE 


RKING UPON A 
COLINCIL IS EMBARKING UPON A ] 
TOTHOSE = 


| WHAT HAS APPENED 
_ MISSING MISSIONS . 


UPING & HEAVILY 
"ARMED spe lle ad] Bonus 


WW lleegga | ASTRO CO COULD YOUSAVA FEW 
ange || a ee 
: ST / SAN, TL THOUGHT 
ae SUPPOSED TO BE THERE IN +d VAST TRACKLESS 
=. Bre SECRET / DEPTHS OF INTERSTELLER 
| | NOTHINGN ES! THAT YOU'RE 
_ HEADING FOR 7/ | 


é "GORRY, ASTRO, 
BLT YOU KNOW 
PRESS / 


gS. 


Frei, Gee...1vorewe 
FIND ALL THOSE SPACEMEN OKAY, 
AND, UH, WELL... , <a 





' THAT'S FINE MY Boy! & | ASTRO, I HAVE 
MO MORE QUESTIONS! , CONDENSED THE 


he GOSH, THANKS ARCHIE - 
I AND. THANK YOL/, 
1 fy KRYSTAL / 


Hey, AstRo/ Wee 5 
A GO FOR IT, EH2Y <— 


PARN / GIVE Her A 
\ HUG FOR ME, OKAY 2 | 
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REM apo MANY YEARS 


NOW LISTEN, ASTRO 
| Your KOLIRSE IS ALREADY 
E- PROGRAMMED INTO THE 


PE | Ni | 
"BUT WERE NEVER HEARD OF AGAIN / 
O WE'RE AFRAID THAT THEY MAY od 
| * canes blauadbanaaentet 


Ne THAT IS TRUE, THEN YOU'LL 
/ HAVE TO BE VERY CAREFUL. WE HAVE 
NO IDEA WHAT THEY'RE CAPABLE OF! 









— WHICH IS PRECISELY WHY YOU 
WERE CHOSEN FOR THIS DANGEER- 
OLS MISSION. YOU/ MAY BE THE ONLY 
ONE THEY'LL LISTEN 1 TO f 
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POCTOR / 


au 
“a, ae 
rs 


THANK YOU, ASTRO / 
GOOP LUCK ! 


_ FOR YOU! a ieee at asia 


NO TIME NOW. You 
MUST LEAVE... BLIT 
TAKE THIS — mS A | aT oo cane 
TRILITHIUM MINICELL. | | LSE, BLIT WILL TRIPLE 
UL HOOK IT TO YOUR YOu POW, FOR THAT 
SUPPLY — IF F ANYTHING iJ WOULD FLISE YOURCREUNTS) | 
Ariat. (OUR. | 












ceooll f Tee HEE ! COPS THERE'S ASTRO! 
BOY, WON'T HE BE SUPRISED! 
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me PIS TRIP, BOSS —! __ 
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ey. Astro Fans, I! 

have a surprise 
for you, This month in 
rhe back: of your 
SPEED RACER #i7 is- 
sue, there is a six page 
ASTRO BOY back-up 
story. SO, Go pick one 
upand check it out! 


Dear SOW. 

#14 Of AStro Boy 
Was great, Although, | 
must admit. it was a 
bit to00 SOON to learn 
who Agent R was. 
And why Lance of all 
peopie? | mean | real- 
ize he and Elmer never 
got along. but whv 
make trouble for the 
poor Suv? 

Aside from that 1 
like AStro’s sister Astro 
Girl She's soa 
adorable. and the sto- 
rv of T Wrecks from 
pages I5 to 25 had the 
most fantastic art [ve 
ever seen. Bravo! Bra- 
ro! 

| don't need to tell 
YOu VouTre doing a 
spectacular job. You 
already Know it. And 
this month's SPEED 
RACER and THE 
REALGHOST - 
BUSTERS were cool, 
[00. 

Steven Acevedo 

Bronx. NY 


Dear Steven--You 
are one of our most 
avid fans and certainly 
our most prolific letter 
uriter This means that 
you most definitely 


must tell us how well 
we're doing. Its your 
calling in life. and if it 
werent for letter writ- 
ers like yourself. we 
wouldnetver 
Know...She’s cure as 
qa burton. ain 'tshe? 


Dear Gus, 

Issue #l4 of Siro 
Bov as really’ great. | 
liked the addition of 
Ihe story book. It was 
a nice change of pace 
from Ken's armvork;: it 
Was ihe same vet dif- 
ferent. Did Andrew 
work on that section? 
Or was it all Ken's 
Work? The rest of the 
book was nice. (Great 
job on the dinosaurs 
Suy's! | think that Ken 
is doing a great job on 
the story aspect of the 
book. as well as the 
amvork. | hope that he 
is able to do both for 
awhile. 

Does the girl hold- 
ing Astro’s hand 
mean that he is going 
Io Nave a girlfriend 
now? The rest of the 
Story was pretty’ good. 
Does this issue mean 
that we have to guess 
the identity of the 


“Phantom of the Insti- 


fue?" 

Astro Girl? What is 
Ihis? Are we going to 
have adventures with 
her now or what? Just 
by seeing the end of 
[his issue, I Know that 
she is going to be in- 
volved with the aliens. 


The artwork, as 
usual, Was great. | re- 
ally like the wavy that 
the purples. browns, 
and blues are used on 
each page. It is so 
much different than 
ihe Big Two's artwork 
and sivle. Keep it up. 
It doesn't distract from 
the story or art itself at 
all. (Page 10 and 13 for 
example! 

Well Keep up the 
good work. (Don't vou 
just hare mv endings? 
That's the only one | 
can think of.) 

‘Ours, 

Galen West 


Aly ips are sealed. 
Galen, [tis written very 
clearly in my job de- 
scription, that | am to 
give away no secrets 
of furure issues. Or the 
siones are entirely up 
fo Ken Steacy. and ! 
dont have the an- 
swers wunill | receive 
Ihe Book, Or | enjoy 
seeing people con- 
sumed with curiosity 
and plagued with an- 
icipanon. 


Dear EGitor 

Just a note to add 
my Thanks to those of 
other readers, who en- 
OV nthe found 
memories that this 
new Astro Boy brings. 
of all the Japanese car- 
loons of the 60's, 

[im glad vour book 
Is avallable tor mv 
children to enjo.: But | 


wish the Cartoons 
were available as well. 
I hope that you will- 
print this request so 
that anv of vour read- 
ers «ho have access 
fo these cartoons on 
video cassettes, will 
correspond with me 

Thank vou, 

WA 

3399 Buford High- 
Way Fle 

Atlanta, GA 

30329 


lam printing your 
Jeter because I KNOW 
thar there is a great 
demand for just such 
a thing. roo would like 
ro see Astro Boy 
videos. and | would 
like to help generate ac- 
tion, | can make no 
promises, but iis pos- 
sible that NOW Comics 
might just be able to 
fulfill this demand. 
There have been 
uihispers. but as you 
know business In- 
cludes a lor of negotia- 
fons. paperwork, and 
just plain waiting. It is 
my hope that positive 
response from our 
fans might speed up 
ihe process. 


Dear SON. 

| love Astro Box' | 
“as at a dlea market 
recently’ and got a few 
issues! [| loved them! 
iim sure vou Know 
that by mv use of ex- 
clamation points), The 
series has beter Japan- 
imation than Comico’s 
Robotech and that's 
hard to beat, I love the 
innocence and humor 
in the dialogue, plot. 
etc. I'm glad that NOW 


is now In supérmaf\- 
Kets, convenience 
stores, Sow it's a lot 
more convenient. 
Thanks SOW! Anv- 
wavy, concerning the 
most recent issué #l2., 
in was good.but to 
think batter.’ packs are 
a bad move for Astro. 
They depleted much 
too quickh: Please find 
a better solution. quick- 
Ix; Pd like to request 
more of Astro’s class- 
mates.especially 
Kristal Kleer. 

Sincerels: 

Vian Williams 

i682 %. Bircn Dr 

Thomion, CO 

80233 


Dear SOW Comics, 

lam only eleven, 
and | have tried to 
keep up with your 
comics as much as | 
can. 1 just recently 
bought vour comic As- 
tro Box. and it’s truly 
wonderful, And it’s 
very colorful. not like 
other comic books. A 
lotof them are very dull. 

“Big Fan, 

John Wright 

Ooh} Eastern Ave. 

Schenectady; NY 

12306 


John. if you only 
kneu' how letrers like 
yours make me feel. 
You make it all worth- 
while. and you've def- 
initely made my day. 
Thanks, from your 
buddy Katherine and 
all your friends at NOW 
COMmICcs. 


Dear \Whomever 
[went to Thritty’s 
and saw ASTRO BOY 


li and SPEED RACER 
I2, | was Soing to buy 
nem bur didn't tit was 
the evil spirit of a de- 
mon that possessed 
me momentarily. 
Yeah. reallv') | saw 
ASTRO BOY again 
and bought it. It was 
adventurous. But in- 
nocent. | loved it. The 
next dav. |couldn't find 
SPEED RACER anvy- 
where. So, ]wenttothe 
place where | first saw 
it and made the pur- 
chase. [ read it. bm 
speechless. 

I have over a thou- 
sand comics. And 
these two joliled me 
enough to write. | love 
Japanese animation 
and other Japanese 
comics. bOOKS. e@1S.), 
but these two were 
presented more un- 
changed. Keep up the 
great job. Thanks for 
your time and for let- 
ting me babble. 

Your Satisfied 
Reader 

John Mendez 


ANSWERS TO LAST MONTH'S 
ASTRO-FUN 








NEXT ISSUE: 


ASTRO IN 
SPACE! 





